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MESSAGE FROM HER Hl(

SHEIKHA MOZABINT H/

This first graduation from Northwestern

University in Qatar represents a moment of

great opportunity for our pioneering students

and also for our country.

Media and communications are more than

industries—they are an integral part of the daily

lives of millions of people with a significant

role to play in shaping and changing societies.

As you—the Class of 2012—embark on your

chosen careers, my dream is to see you play an

active role in the shaping of our society and our

region. The blend of world-class international

education and first-hand knowledge of Qatari and

Arab culture you have enjoyed here at Education

City make you uniquely qualified to do so.

Having met the Class of 2012 and heard

from you about your achievements to date

and plans for the future, I feel certain that you

are equipped with the skills and confidence

to push boundaries and help change mindsets.

Regardless of where your careers take you, you

have the power to make a lasting difference and

forge new futures for Qatar and the wider world.

This first graduation is a source of immense pride

for me and for Education City. As you begin the

next exciting stage of your journey in life, I wish

you the best of success and many congratulations.

Moza bint Nasser

Chairperson, Qatar Foundation for Education,

Science and Community Development

Photo by Maher Attar, courtesy of HHOPL.
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MESSAGE FROM HIS E>

SHEIKH ABDULLA BIN/
1

Abdulla bin Ali Al-Thani

President, Hamad bin Klialifa University

and Vice President, Education, Qatar Foundation

I feel immense pride at the graduation of the

pioneering first class of Northwestern University

in Qatar because it represents a landmark in

our journey toward a knowledge society. The

young people who have benefitted from these

world-leading programs in journalism and

communication have acquired skills in connecting

people, creating windows of understanding and

illuminating the bigger picture. They also know

the importance of looking beyond the obvious

and challenging the status quo. They can empower

us all to play a full role in the development of

a strongly cohesive society.

This is not novel to us. Our traditional forum for

sharing news, ideas and opinions with friends and

family, as well as our wider social and business

circles, has been the majlis, and our beloved

traditions will endure. However, our networks

have become vastly more extensive and complex,

and we must employ the full array of means and

channels to exchange our stories with the many

communities around the world whose interests

intersect with our own.

This first wave of graduates will always be

pioneers, whether they are building our journalism

and communication industries or exercising their

skills in other walks of life. By circulating the

lifeblood of knowledge and stimulating debate,

they will nourish a healthy society that is capable

of continuous self-renewal and contribute to the

realization of our 2030 vision.

Congratulations.
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3E FROM
:NT MORTON SCHAPIRO

Morton Schapiro

President, Northwestern University

To the Graduates of Northwestern University in

Qatar, their Families and NU-Q Faculty and Staff:

Congratulations! We are extremely pleased to

welcome the first graduates of Northwestern

University in Qatar to the ranks of Northwestern

alumni. You are indeed a pioneering and

extraordinary group of students, and Northwestern

University takes great pride in this wonderful

occasion. I extend my heartfelt and personal

congratulations to you and your families.

I would also like to thank Her Highness Sheikha

Moza bint Nasser and His Excellency Dr. Abdulla

bin Ali Al-Thani. Their steadfast support has been

crucial to the success of Northwestern University in

Qatar, and we are deeply appreciative of their vision

and determination.

In addition, I would like to recognize the significant

efforts of two of Northwestem's leaders, President

Emeritus Henry Bienen and NU-Q Founding Dean

John Margolis. Their leadership, along with that

of NU-Q's current dean, Everette Dennis, and our

dedicated faculty and staff, established NU-Q as a

partner in this exciting venture called Education

City. In doing so, they have enabled our students to

receive the outstanding education that is a hallmark

of Northwestern University.

Again, congratulations to our new graduates and

their families. We are proud of your achievements

as Northwestern students and we are confident

of your continued success as graduates of this

great university.

Best wishes.



MESSAGE FROM
DEANEVERETTE E. DENNIS

Everette E. Dennis
Dean and CEO

Northwestern University in Qatar

Dear Members of Class of 2012:

This is a great day for you and for Northwestern

University in Qatar. As members of our inaugural

graduating class, you are pioneers.

When you enrolled in Northwestern University in

Qatar, you joined an innovative and groundbreaking

partnership combining the great academic

traditions of Northwestern University with

the vision of the State of Qatar and the

Qatar Foundation.

You chose a new, one-of-a-kind educational

experience and helped in its creation and

development. The fully formed school from which

you graduate has benefitted from your presence,

your involvement and your achievements.

As you graduate from this university and enter

into the company of educated men and women,

you stand poised to make a difference to your

community and to the world. Never has it been

more critical for this region to have compeOing,

authoritative professionals in the news media and

communication and knowledge-based industries

who can navigate change in this digital and

global society.

As all of Northwestern University takes pride

in your accomplishments and looks ahead to

your future, we do so with gratitude to the Qatar

Foundation and the inspiration of Her Highness

Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, members of our Joint

Advisory Board, the faculty, staff and students of

NU-Q. Most especially, we are grateful to you and

to your supportive families.

As you depart this place today, we salute you as

graduates and alumni of Northwestern University.

We wish you Godspeed, while trusting that you will

be here again and often.

Alf mabrouk and best wishes, always.
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Northwestern approached by Qatar Foundation to open a branch campus

Northwestern signs agreement with Qatar Foundation in Doha

NU-Q holds first open house for potential students in Doha

John D. Margolis begins his tenure as dean of NU-Q

38 students decide to enroll in the inaugural freshman class

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser visits Northwestern University, Evanston

NU-Q moves into Texas A&M University facility

First classes begin on August 17

Pioneering Lebanese journalist May Chidiac is first invited guest speaker at NU-Q

Formal inauguration of NU-Q in the presence ofHH Sheikha Moza bint Nasser

NU-Q hosts forum on portrayal of women in the media

Students begin to experience the world in first overseas trip to Northwestern Evanston campus

Plans for NU-Q's permanent home announced, architect Antoine Predock selected

NU-Q welcomes class of 2013

NU-Q moves into Carnegie Mellon University Qatar facility

Qatar Foundation endows five new professorships at Northwestern University

NU-Q welcomes class of 2014

NU-Q students launch first international chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists

The Daily Q goes live

First "Get Ready!" application success workshops held for prospective students

Students from Class of 2012 head abroad to exchange and professional residency programs

Task force on Arabic language study for media appointed

Student documentary "Broken Records" premieres and receives praise

Forum on 20 years of commercial Arab TV hosted by NU-Q attracted international speakers

Everette E. Dennis begins his tenure as dean of NU-Q

NU-Q welcomes class of 2015 and student body is "completed"

Sheikha Moza returns to NU-Q to visit students

New studio building opens with world class facilities

Evanston Experience lecture series launches with four top scholars during 2011-2012

Student film, "A Falcon, A Revolution" premiers at DTFF

Al-Jazeera war correspondent Rosie Garthwaite launches NU-Q Book Series

Media Vision lecture series launches with digital expert Jeffrey Cole

Ground is broken on NU-Q's permanent facilities in Education City

NU-Q hosts historic "Media Vision for Libya" good offices conference

NU-Q releases first "White paper" on Arab Media

Task force on Arabic language study for media appointed

Inaugural graduation of the Class of 2012
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PIONE^
'

^JT

LIKE ANY GREAT ADVENTURE, it started as an idea.

In this case a daring idea: to bring Nortliwestern University's acclaimed

education in journalism and communication to Education City in the

Gulf state of Qatar—and with it long-enshrined traditions of freedom of

expression and an independent media that would be likely to challenge

the status quo.

To be successful, the university needed top students with a talent for

storytelling and a passion for media who were willing to embrace a brand

new enterprise and to persuade their families to go along.

"Members of the inaugural class were pioneers—they took risks, accepted

challenges and contributed mightily to the success of Northwestern

University in Qatar," said Dean Everette E. Dennis. "While experiencing

the student life here, the world outside was convulsing with change—and

nowhere more than in the communication fields, which our students

learned to navigate."

As students learned to tell stories, they also learned to view the world

differently and they acquired the tools of literacy in a digital society.

They met new academic, social and creative challenges. Along the way,

the ideas that Northwestern represents proved prophetic as the status

quo was challenged by the events of the Arab Awakening.

Four years after the first students enrolled, Northwestern University in

Qatar is a fully formed school, graduating its first class. As they take the

next steps toward their future, the Class of 2012 and the entire Northwestern

community have a rich history. Here is their story.

11





SETTIN(
IN THE SPRING OF 2006, Qatar Foundation approached Northwestern

University with a simple inquiry: Would the university be willing to bring

its highly regarded programs of journalism and communication

to Education City?

The idea came from Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, chairperson

of the Qatar Foundation and the visionary behind Education City.

"Northwestern's reputation for excellence made it a prime candidate,"

she said in early 2008 on a visit to Evanston.

Her Highness believed that it was important to create authentic and

compelling voices within the region's media and that journalism and

communication as professions had the power to change communities and

opinions in a way that would become more apparent as the Class of 2012

headed toward graduation.

The invitation came at an opportune time for Northwestern. "With the

events of 9/11 in the United States, there was a transformation of interest

on college campuses with students wanting to learn first-hand about the

Middle East," Northwestern Provost Daniel I. Linzer said. "The conversations

with Her Highness began to take hold of the imagination. Bringing

Northwestern to Education City fit in with so many things that we wanted

to do with globalization, with our focus on the Middle East, with our strength

in media technology across those two schools in particular. A real plan

started to emerge."





THE CH.

AND THE
THE VENTURE DREW SOME SKEPTICISM. Concerns were raised about how

the enterprise would fare in a part of the world where press freedom was still

in its infancy. This was heightened by awareness that Gulf parents preferred

medicine, engineering or business as career choices for their college-bound

sons and daughters.

"I didn't really know what a journalist was or that you could study to be one,"

said one member of the Class of 2012 about her own initial reservations.

Within Northwestern's faculty and administration, the sheer distance from

Evanston was another perceived barrier to building a successful university

in a country that few had heard of—and fewer could pronounce correctly.

They also recognized practical challenges. Adapting a proven educational

model, setting up operations, hiring faculty and staff and recruiting the hrst

class—all needed to be completed in less than one year.

"Not surprisingly, the launch of the NU-Q enterprise was not met with

universal enthusiasm among some colleagues at Evanston," explains

John D. Margolis, founding dean of NU-Q. "Starting up a new campus

7,000 miles and eight time zones distant from the mother ship in

Evanston meant facing new challenges every day—occasionally

every hour."

After internal discussion and an on-the-ground exploration in Qatar

in early 2007, the leadership of Northwestern accepted the offer from

Qatar Foundation.

The venture was announced in April 2007 in both Qatar and the

United States, making news on both sides of the world that Northwestern

University would open a campus in Doha and grant degrees from the

School of Communication and the Medill School of Journalism.

NU-Q would be one of the first schools in the region dedicated to media

and liberal arts education. NU-Q would contribute to the talent pool and

leadership cadre for knowledge-based industries in Qatar and the region,

a goal of Qatar's 2030 plan for development.
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Dr. Abdullah bin Ali Al-Thani, president of Hamid bin Khalifa University

and vice president for education of the Qatar Foundation, described the

agreement and what it would bring to Doha, as evidence of "Qatar's real

commitment to progressive social change" and another tangible sign,

like the establishment of the Al Jazeera satellite channel, that the country

would play a wider role in global media.

A small team from the university was dispatched to Doha. Leading the

charge with Margolis was Miriam "Mimi" White, then senior associate dean

and now a professor of the School of Communication, and Richard Roth,

senior associate dean of the Medill School of Journalism. This team would

be responsible for the critical task of working with Evanston administrators

and faculty to adapt the Evanston curriculum to local and regional needs

and to set up operations for the new campus.

The final agreement was signed in November. It was no time for

congratulations though— it was a matter of months before classes

were scheduled to begin in the sweltering Qatar of August 2008.

"We had eight to nine months to start a school," said Roth, who remembers

that the first students paid their deposits in "cash," presenting a problem for

the university that hadn't in those early days established all the formalities

including a local bank account. "We also made a critical decision about

shifting from the quarter system to semester system, in order to be in sync

with the rest of Education City. This meant that all our courses needed

to be recalibrated."

This group began building a university from scratch, working together

over a conference table in a tiny villa near Education City. An early task

was to find a "bricks and mortar" home for students, faculty and staff.

Texas A&M offered temporary space in its new building and NU-Q

took up residence there.

The first staffer "on the ground" in Doha after the initial delegation

was Robert W. "Bob" Ferrin, who acted as admissions officer during

the formative stages and later became marketing director for the

fledgling campus.

"I landed in Doha the day before we officially opened the NU-Q

administrative office. I was still on U.S. time and was wide-awake very

early in the morning. So I decided to go and see the Texas A&M space

that would be dedicated to Northwestern," Ferrin said. "It took me a

while, but I found the suite and went in. There were six empty offices,

two conference rooms and two cubicles. There was a phone and

a printer. And I thought, 'What have I got myself into?'"

HOME AT NU-Q

With its own distinctive building several

years in the future, NU-Q started in six

offices and two conference rooms at Texas

A&M while operational staff were housed

off campus in two villas in Education City.

Those quarters were augmented in the

fall of 2008 when a third floor build-out at

TAMU-Q brought more classrooms for the

freshman class and offices for faculty.

The next year, Carnegie Mellon University

welcomed NU-Q, readying the entire

third floor of its new facility. There NU-Q

occupies 31,000 square feet of offices,

conference rooms, classrooms, seminar

rooms and two small auditoriums. On

one side of a spacious atrium separated

by bridges is a faculty wing; on the other

administrative offices, a library and suites

for student affairs and other functions.

The school was still strapped for studio and

production space, but that problem was solved

when a state-of-the-art temporary studio

building was erected and occupied in 2011.

The studio building was NU-Q's first

that the faculty and students could call

their own. It heightened anticipation for

the completion of NU-Q's permanent

headquarters, slated for 2014.



Ferrin hastily created a sign on his laptop, "Northwestern University

in Qatar," printed it and tacked it up on the door of the suite of offices.

With that, NU-Q was in business and the first potential students walked

in, unannounced and, it seems, unexpected.

Ferrin said of that first encounter: "One young woman asked, 'Is this

Northwestern?' I chuckled, 'Yeah, I guess it is.' From their accents I

thought they were American. They laughed and said they were in fact

Qatari. I listened to these fascinating, articulate and very poised high

school students for half an hour. When they left I just sat there, amazed.

All my preconceived notions of what my life was going to be like living

in the Middle East had just been turned upside-down. I knew then that

the decision to come to Qatar was going to turn out to be one of the

best of my life."

In the meantime, in May 2008 as preparations for the freshman class

gained momentum. Her Highness Sheikha Moza paid a two-day visit to

Northwestern's home campus meeting students from both Medill and the

School of Communication. "You are most welcome to Qatar to join our

students there," she told students.

And that was the next challenge—recruiting the Class of 2012 in Qatar.





RECRUl I

CLASS OF
IN THE NEXT STAGE, a team from Northwestern went on the road.

They canvassed local high schools, including Qatar Academy, the

American School of Doha, Gulf English School and others across Qatar

and in Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. They talked about the benefits

of a Northwestern University education, the history and excellence of the

university and the two programs, and they talked about the wide career

options in the media.

Susan Dun, a member of the original student recruiting team,

recalls a visit to Doha's Al Bayan Girls' School, where, extolling the

great opportunities of studying at Northwestern, the team hit upon a

unique selling point for teenage girls: the university is the alma mater

of Hollywood heartthrob Zach Braff. "They were star struck," she said.

"That's when I realized teenage girls are not that much different in

Qatar than they are in the United States."

Braff and other NU celebrity alumni, including "Seinfeld's" Julia Louis

Dreyfus, proved valuable to bridge the gap between East and West.
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MAKING
NU-Q WC
WHILE STUDENT RECRUITMENT WAS PROGRESSING on the front

lines, others were at work developing the infrastructure: recruiting faculty

and staff, establishing the business office, creating critical information

technology, and developing a library.

The information technology group worked in the top floor of the

off-campus villa, while the human resources team gathered around

the dining room table on the first floor.

Another early staffer, David J. "Dave" Carr, at the time chief information

officer and now chief operating officer, recalls the pace of those early days.

"We had only a few months to get faculty, staff and students set up on

computers, establish a working network and ready production facilities.

The team worked around the clock for months and was never fazed by

shortages or setbacks. They were amazingly resourceful in scouring

local stores until they found whatever they needed."

Meanwhile, the faculty for NU-Q was being assembled, drawing recruits

from Evanston and the Middle East region. They viewed coming to

Doha as a challenge in unknown territory.

Grant R Upson, director of the Qatar Support Office, recalls developing

"instant momentum," as they fast-tracked the process of recruiting and

relocation. "Few at the time knew much about Qatar," he said. "We had

limited information about visas, housing, local health care or schools for

children. We were excited—and relieved—when the HR team in Doha

joined NU-Q. They took the mystery out of it."

Human resources director David L. Albanese, who left Carnpgie Mellon

to join NU-Q, agrees. "This is the second Education City start-up for me

and our team, and was the smoothest, thanks to Evanston HR and the

QSO." He recalls the biggest challenge by far was "definitely housing,"

he said. "At the time Doha had a housing shortage. It was a disruptive

time—some of our early staff members moved once or even twice

that first year."

Upson notes that the distance between the two campuses has collapsed

over time. "We're now more like neighbors than distant cousins," he said.
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THE Q FACTOR

What's a school of journalism and

communication without a student newspaper?

NU-Q took this idea to a new level, creating

the region's first fully digital student

newspaper— r/ie Daily Q.

Featuring student writing, photography and

video, The Daily Q had a great start to its

real-time life, with a visit by The New York

Times publisher Arthur O. Sulzburger, Jr.

and Andrew Rosenthal, the editorial page

editor of the "Grey Lady."

It was Sulzburger who pushed the key

that launched the enterprise on the Internet.

The Daily Q name was proposed by Rana

Khaled and its logo designed by Camila

Ferreira. As their faculty advisor Janet

Key explained, it would be "one tough

competitor" to local news outlets in

Qatar and the region.

The Daily Q went live in October 2010

and has so far covered stories ranging from

events within Education City to reactions

to the death of Osama Bin Laden—live from

the streets of Washington, DC.

And what is any university without a library? This task initially fell

to Professor James "Jim" Schwoch, now senior associate dean for

communication. The original library, he said, held 2,000 books, 10 magazine

subscriptions and around 300 DVDs. "Every day we realized there was

something else we needed to do," Schwoch said of that frantic time.

The library started out on the third floor of TAMU, accessible up a flight

of stairs. Faculty offices weren't ready when classes started, so some faculty

used the library cubicles as their "offices." Others clustered in one of the

administrative offices that Ferrin described, laptops side-by-side around

a small conference table.

Margolis acknowledged that there were hosts of challenging logistical

and other issues to engage day by day. "But, it was important that we not

shift focus from our primary concern: the students who would entrust their

education to NU-Q."
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SELEC
CLASS
WHILE THE INFRASTRUCTURE WAS BEING CREATED, the entire

team pored over applications and conducted interviews at a furious pace.

"The students really placed a lot of faith in us," one team member said.

This was echoed by the students themselves, many of whom had never

heard of Northwestern, let alone considered a career in journalism or

communication. Some were already interested in media, while others

(and their families) had to be persuaded that media study was the

right path.

"I had no idea what I was getting into," said Omer Mohammed, member of

the Class of 2012. "I had no idea what a communication student did or what

they studied. I just knew that medicine and engineering were not what I

wanted to do. Once I got here though, things made sense."

For the inaugural class, 114 hopefuls applied, and 38 enrolled—21 in

communication and 17 in journalism. In all there were 16 different

nationalities represented—a microcosm of Qatar itself.

More than 100 students had gone through the entire admissions process,

from completing applications, to testing, to the all-important interviews.

"The process was very new to the students. Some of them came to my office

almost every day," said Ferrin. "The day came when we emailed all of the

accepted students and asked them to come by the office. We didn't tell

them why they were coming, however. When we started handing out the

acceptance packages, the reactions were priceless."

Those reactions ranged from jubilant calls to family members to shrieks

of surprise or joy and even tears.

"I was the third student accepted into NU-Q," said communication

student Mohammed "Mo" Farid, who was also accepted into two

other universities in Education City but was more interested in

what Northwestern had to offer.
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A FALCON, A REVOLUTION

When they entered NU-Q in 2008, the Class

of 2012 could not have imagined the upheaval

that rocked the political and social landscape

in the Middle East.

The events of the Arab Spring of 2011 inspired

members of the Class of 2012 to use their

storytelling skills.

For example, Jassim Al Rumaihi and Rezwan

Al Islam created an eight-minute him that

tells the stoiy of an Egyptian-born falcon

trainer living in Doha as he followed from

afar the news of Egyptian President Hosni

Mubarek's overthrow early in 2011.

"A Falcon, A Revolution" was shown at the

2011 Doha Tribeca Film Festival and won the

top prize in the "Made in Qatar" category.

"As part of the documentary production class,

we were supposed to come up with a character-

based documentary between five and 10 minutes

long," Al-Rumaihi said. "We started out doing a

documentary on a pure Arabian horse breeder

in Doha, but when the revolutions started in one

country after another, we thought that doing

something related to the Arab Spring would

be more meaningful."

"If there's one thing that NU-Q teaches you, it's

how to tell a story," Al Islam says of the film and

the skills the pair used to make it. "NU-Q faculty

don't train cameramen and they don't make

editors. They make storytellers."

Laala Al-Jaber, journalism, said she wanted to go to Georgetown

University. "At the last minute I also decided to drop my application off at

Northwestern," Al-Jaber said. "Honestly, I had every intention of going to

GU. But after both universities welcomed us and showed us around their

facilities, I knew NU-Q was more my style—there was a relaxed and friendly

vibe. I decided to take a leap of faith with NU-Q and I know now that I made

the right choice."

Zainab Sultan was destined for a medical career, studying her first year at

Weill Cornell in Education City, but her love for news and writing won over.

As she said in her interview with Dean Roth, "In medicine I can save a life;

in journalism I can save the world."

"The most defining moment for me was when I received the call from the

university telling me I was accepted," says Camila Ferriera. "I remember I

was driving in the car with my father when the call came in. I cried so much

because I never dreamed I could be accepted."





WILb
ONCE THE OFFERS FOR ADMISSION for the Class of 2012 had been

sent and accepted, it was time to orient the freshmen to their new hves

as Northwestern students. Orientation headquarters were set up in Texas

A&M's student activities room where the student affairs team festooned

purple fabric and other items were repurposed to help recreate the

Evanston orientation experience.

Students met with academic advisors, registered for classes, learned about

student life and began to get acquainted with faculty members and each

other. Some students were understandably apprehensive at first. "Scared

is the word that can describe my feelings in my first day at NU-Q. Like

everyone else who I came to know later, I thought everyone around me

was far more intelligent," said student Jassim Al-Rumaihi.

"We taught the students the university fight song and the Alma Mater, as

well as the traditional art of 'rock painting,'" recalls Becca Donaldson, who

was on the Student Affairs staff. "They clamored for anything purple and

were thrilled to receive official 'Class of 2012' T-shirts." Donaldson said that

by the end of that week the 38 students of the Class of 2012 were "more

Wildcat than those in Evanston."

Wildcat Week culminated in the first of what would be many gala dinners.

Class members provided the entertainment with skits reprising—or

lampooning—the highlights of the week.
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WHILE THE NUANCES of academic and student life were being refined,

preparations were made for the formal inauguration of NU-Q in March 2008.

"I honestly didn't think you guys would make it," a once skeptical parent

told a faculty member on the day of the inauguration.

"Establishing NU-Q was nothing short of remarkable— all done in less than

a year from signing the first contract to getting faculty, staff and students

ready to open a new school," remarked Provost Linzer.

In the presence of Her Highness Sheikha Moza, the event marked the

formal entry of NU-Q to Education City and proved to be an emotional

experience for students, faculty and the community alike.

Ceremonies were designed to reflect the spirit of Northwestern's home

campus, but with distinctly Doha touches. One example was a precursor

to the student "march through the arch," that nowadays signals the start

of each academic year on the Evanston campus.

"Granted, it was a replica of the real arch on main campus, but it made

me feel like I was a part of something way bigger and much more special,"

said student Maaria Assami.

Then Northwestern President Henry S. Bienen led a delegation from

Evanston that included William A. Osborn, chair of Northwestern's

board of trustees. Provost Linzer, Barbara O'Keefe, dean of the School

of Communication, John Lavine, dean of the Medill School of Journalism,

and several members of the university's board of trustees.

"A campus here expands Northwestern's global visibility and gives us

a presence in a vital region of the world," Bienen told the audience at

the inauguration. "It also allows a wealth of cross-fertilization between

campuses, broadening the horizons of faculty, staff and students.

And such a campus offers the opportunity to make a difference not

only in the lives of students, but also in the culture of a region."





THEA^ "C

JOURf
AND SO, CLASSES, STUDY AND THE WHIRL of university life began

for these students, whom John Margolis called "impressively talented."

After completing the intense four-day "Wildcat Welcome," faculty led

by Deans Roth and White set the pace for students. Students engaged

in hands-on projects like field reporting, cinematography, film editing or

animation as well as academic studies in their major fields and liberal arts.

High profile speakers added to the academic rigor, including crusading

Lebanese journalist May Chidiac and The New York Times award-winning

investigative reporter Seymour Hersch, among others. Thanks to the State

of Qatar's high profile internationally, Education City also was a magnet for

scores of important international visitors, including United States Secretary

of State Hillary Clinton.

Jassim Al-Rumaihi noted that he had settled into life at NU-Q.

"After finishing my first semester, I gained back my confidence

in myself and was much more relaxed," he said.

"During my freshman year, I grew up so much," said Class of 2012

member Ola Diab, who later became president of Student Government.

During their first semester, all 38 students from the Class of 2012 were

enrolled in a course titled, "Global Media," taught by Jim Schwoch.

He recalled surveying the group and wondering how they would fare

with the rigors of the Northwestern curriculum. After some weeks of

interaction with the new students, he remembers thinking with a nod:

"Yep. These are Northwestern students."

Communication professor Brian Cagle taught the first film class. "We began by

viewing several American films," Cagle recalls. "We started off with 'Singin' in

the Rain' that is almost a mini-history of film. We saw Spike Lee's 'Do the Right

Thing' and Coppola's 'The Conversation' completely uncensored. Sure, they

have adult scenes and language, but the social issues and ways of viewing the

world also were new to most students.

Cagle discovered that only one of his students had ever seen the classic,

'The Wizard of Oz." So, he veered off the syllabus to show the simple story

of a girl from nowhere who walked into a brand new world that became

"bigger, stranger and even in Technicolor," he said. The film "blew them away,"



he remembers. "Not only is it beautiful art, but the story in so many ways

paralleled our students' experience as they were exposed to new ideas,

art and ways of communicating. They weren't in Kansas anymore!"

The next year. Journalism professor Janet Key taught the first enterprise

reporting class, in which students reported from the streets of Doha's

vibrant and multicultural Al Merqab area. The program was derived

from the "Storefront Reporting Project" in Evanston.

Key chose the area because it was one of Doha's most intense "urban

spaces." Her challenge was simple. "The students had to be journalists,

wear out their shoe leather and find real, human interest stories. Their

goal was not to 'cover' the news, but to 'discover' the news," she said.

Reporting from Al Merqab, which was being torn down and redeveloped, was

challenging. The class's meeting spot, Turkey Central, is one of Doha's favorite

no-frills restaurants known for its mixed grill meats and controlled chaos.

"People here are not used to answering questions from strangers or

revealing their names or phone numbers," said student Mai Al-Mannai.

"More importantly, I was not used to asking questions."

Assigned to do "spot news," student Zainab Sultan got her story when

a man died of a heart attack in front of her.

"Zainab got the facts she needed for the spot story and even managed to speak

to the man's family in India," Key said. "She then discovered a second story,

a news feature that showed what happens when a migrant worker dies in Qatar."

In fall 2011, students produced six original short plays in a collaborative

course that joined acting and writing students for the first time at NU-Q.

The course was co-taught by communication professors Ann Woodworth

and Sue Pak.

The students' initial impulse was to write about New York and other far-off

places they'd seen in movies. Instead, Pak encouraged them to write about

what they knew. Students responded with stories about family dynamics,

patriotism and existential dilemmas under the banner, "Arab Awakenings."

Thamer Al-Thani wrote the script for "Nagging Survival," which followed

a young Arab-American man, named Yousef, and his traditional Arab

mother as they tried to survive an outbreak of a life-threatening disease.

As Yousef did everything he could to stay isolated from the rest of the

infected population, his mother was intent on reminding him of his

roots—and finding him a wife.



BROKEN RECORDS

At NU-Q, a class assignment can change your

life. Ask the enterprising trio of Rana Khaled,

Shannon Farhoud and Ashlene Ramadan.

They were tasked with creating a multimedia

project about an interesting person. Their

profile of a local hip-hop artist grew into a

documentaiy, "Broken Records," a film that

has been shown around the world and helped

capture the role of Arab hip-hop in bridging

the gap between East and West.

The central idea—that there was a thriving

hip-hop culture in the Middle East—struck a

chord. The film explores the political and human

stories of the Middle East through hip-hop.

The documentary has taken on a life of its own.

Originally slated for 10 minutes, it grew to

30 minutes, and premiered at a special event

at Education City in early 2011, organized,

managed and promoted by students from the

Class of 2012. It was screened at the Al Jazeera

Documentary Film Festival and featured on the

"National Geographic" website and now enjoys

a cult following.

Farhoud calls the documentary that resulted

from her class project, a "defining moment" of

her time at NU-Q. "It was the moment I knew I

wanted to make documentaries," she said.

The students traveled across North Africa

in the summer of 2011, shooting additional

film and changing the focus of the now full-

length film to the role of hip-hop in the Arab

Spring. Khaled, Farhoud and Ramadan, joined

by student Melanie Fridgant, now plan to

establish their own production company to

do just that with the assistance of ictQATAR.

"The Deal," by Kaltham Al-Thani took place on the set of an Arab soap

opera that was produced in Dubai and featured Arab protagonists in

struggles with identity. A Westernized, teenage boy confronted his troubled

father in Lama Al-Abdulla's "Holding On," that was set in Saudi Arabia.

In his light-hearted "Another Possibility," an angel confronted Omer

Mohammad's character, Mustafa, and gave him the chance to live for more

than "paying the bills." Mo Farid helped bring the stories to life on stage

with great verve.

Pak was impressed. "The student writers and actors all took some very

brave steps by setting the stories in areas much closer to home."

Woodworth agreed: "The goal was to provide an arena where students

could explore what is important to them, perhaps say what may not be

possible to say in their daily lives."

Beyond journalism and communication courses, liberal arts study gave

students from the Class of 2012 opportunities to use both creative and

analytical skills.

Geoffrey "Geoff" Harkness, a visiting assistant professor of sociology,

described a course he taught in the sociology of music: "I assigned the

students a rather daunting final project: to conduct an ethnographic

study. The students had to locate and study a local music subculture,

create a short film about it and write a theoretical paper that analyzed

it from a sociological perspective."

Harkness had doubts about the project, but they were erased when he

received the final projects. "The quality of their work was as good as

an3rthing I've ever seen. Not only did the students unearth a number

of fascinating musical subcultures—from a traditional Nigerian quintet

to local oud artists and everything in between—but they also applied

relevant sociological theories in ways that even I had not considered.

And, their wonderfully creative multimedia projects brought their

printed words to life," he said.
"

Communication professor Joseph F. "Joe" Khalil recalls his experience with

the members of the Class of 2012. "I conducted a seminar course on Arab

television industries," he said. "Whether examining news or entertainment,

the students were bold, articulate and critical.

"I remember our discussion on reality television, which some accepted as a

business practice, others resented on cultural grounds and a third group argued

for more home-grown formats," Khalil said. "As a veteran executive producer,

I soon realized that with these students the future of Arab media is bright."
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A LARGE PART OF THE NU-Q EDUCATION takes place outside

the classroom.

The Class of 2012 began applying their skills in internships and work

placements at organizations as diverse as the Doha Debates, the Al Jazeera

network, local newspapers and international public relations companies.

Students played a role in shaping communication campaigns for some of

Qatar's most high profile projects, including the 2022 FIFA World Cup bid.

"That's when I knew the value of a Northwestern education, when I was

able to play a role in this," said Farid.

"I didn't realize how many doors the NU-Q experience would open for me.

I was able to intern in different companies, work on different projects and

with different student organizations," said Sara Al-Saadi, who was the first

president of NU-Q's Student Government. "I even had the opportunity to

study abroad at Harvard University."

Others flourished during their semesters spent at the home campus,

soaking up campus life in Evanston in the "Evanston-Doha Exchange."

Students attended classes, met with faculty and other students in their

respective programs and participated in campus activities. They toured

the cities of Evanston and Chicago and learned about life as a

Northwestern student in the United States.

"For six months I got the chance to live every day to the fullest," said student

Omer Mohammed. "I fell in love with the place, the people, the environment.

I am still so nostalgic for it."

These thoughts are echoed by classmate Florent D'Souza, who says it was

his semester at Evanston and taste of "Wildcat Life" that gave him a real

sense of being a part of "something bigger."

D'Souza and classmate Nayaab Shaikh helped raise money for charity

in one of Northwestern's most popular traditions, "Dance Marathon."

D'Souza said, "Dance Marathon was one of the best experiences not

just in my time here, but in my life as a whole—dancing for 30 straight

hours was an experience that can hardly be explained in words."

"That's when you feel a part of Northwestern," student Benazir Karim

said of her time in Evanston.



Some students, emboldened by their academic studies, traveled abroad to

report on important social issues. Zainab Sultan traveled with a group of

women to Ethiopia, met an Australian doctor working with women on the

edges of Ethiopia's society and documented the experience in film.

Others took advantage of the global opportunities offered by the university

in concert with the home campus and other partners. "Service Learning,"

led by the Student Affairs department, exposes students to social problems

and allows them to exercise their skills to give back to the community.

Shannon Farhoud went with her fellow students to Moshi, Tanzania,

where they painted a school and volunteered at an orphanage. They had to

do without the modern conveniences they were used to in Doha such as a

functioning mobile phone and Internet access. "Still, I didn't want to leave,"

she said.

In 2010, a team of 12 students, led by faculty members Jennifer Koons

and Christopher Booker, went to New Orleans to report on how the city had

recovered five years after Hurricane Katrina. Among the multi-media stories

they filed was one on how Qatar's $100 million contribution to relief had

been used to rebuild schools and medical facilities.

"This trip for me was a first step into the real world of journalism," said

student Nazneen Zahan. "We went to a completely new place, found our

sources, contacted them, met them and produced a mini-documentary.

By the end of the trip, we felt like real journalists, not just students."

Students also traveled to the United Nations offices in Geneva, where

they were required to think, act and write as fully-fledged journalists.

They did not hesitate to ask questions at press conferences alongside

political reporters from around the world.

Senior Rana Khaled had the opportunity to put her NU-Q media

skills and education into action during her residency at Al Jazeera in

Washington, D.C., last spring, where she helped the network launch its

social media news program "The Stream."

Khaled said at the time, "My professional residency has been the highlight

of my undergraduate experience so far— it gave me real insight into the

workings of an international news channel."

For many students, living far from family was also an opportunity to be on

their own—some for the first time. They were responsible for every aspect

of their lives—from getting to work on time to keeping up their apartments

to cooking and cleaning.

Global Opportunity

Northwestern students may study in Doha,

but they have the opportunity to live and

work elsewhere in the world. Fully sponsored

overseas travel is an important part of the NU-Q

experience and helped students in the Class of

2012 develop the global perspective and cultural

understanding that are necessary to succeed in

the media industry and in 2lst century life.

Journalism juniors had professional residencies

in overseas media organizations to fulfill their

requirements for graduation. Assignments in

2011 and 2012 included National Geographic

and Al Jazeera English in Washington, DC;

Grayling PR and Conde Nast Magazines' Vogue

and Hearst's Cosmopolitan in London; The

Financial Times, Huffington Post and Brown

Lloyd James public relations in New York.

Communication students followed their

passions to Evanston, where they immersed

themselves in campus life and its longstanding

traditions. During two quarters of study,

they sampled courses from the School of

Communication and the Weinberg College of

Arts and Sciences. Other students at NU-Q also

visited Evanston early in their student career

to connect with the home campus.

During the first four years of NU-Q's

history. Student Affairs sponsored

leadership retreats and service learning

trips took students to Tunisia, Tanzania,

Brazil and Morocco. Faculty-led reporting

trips took students to New Orleans,

Turkey, Jordan, Geneva, France and Italy.



"I learned a lot about how to work, live independently and handle things on

my own," said Shereena Qazi, a journalism student who did her residency at

Chicago's WGN-TV.

"It is very unusual for a university to sponsor so extensive a travel program,

where students regularly visit important cities or go to the scene of a news

event," said Dean Dennis. "The appreciation they gain for global issues is

at the heart of the NU-Q educational experience."

Yet another opportunity for students emerged when the Society of Professional

Journalists, which counts more than 8,000 members, established a student

chapter at NU-Q in 2010—the first time in its lOi-year history that the

organization has set up a chapter outside of the United States.
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FALL 2011 SAW CONTINUED CHANGES AT NU-Q.

Founding Dean John D. Margolis, a 30-plus year veteran of Northwestern,

left his post and Everette E. Dennis became the school's second dean.

NU-Q welcomed the Class of 2015 and for the first time had a full

complement of freshmen, sophomores, juniors and seniors.

Then ground was broken on NU-Q's new facility in Education City.

The 370,000 square-foot building, designed by the renowned American

architect Antoine Predock, is scheduled to be completed by 2014. It will

house state-of-the-art multimedia studios, lecture halls, a theater, radio

station, newsroom, library and exhibition space, as well as the latest

media technologies.

At the groundbreaking, William Osborn, Chair of Northwestern

University's Board of Trustees, imagined students and faculty in the

new facility. "In my mind's eye I can already see this one-of-a-kind

school—a stunning bowed structure rising out of the desert like an

ark of old, but with the face of modernity," he remarked.

For students the highlight of fall 2011 was the return to NU-Q

of Her Highness Sheikha Moza to address the entire student body,

especially the Class of 2012, about their plans for the future. Her visit

came after a tumultuous year in the Middle East, with revolutions

in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya and unrest in other parts of the region.

She stressed that never has there been a more pressing need for

open and inquiring minds.

"My dream is to see graduates—not just from Northwestern University,

but all Education City—reconstruct their societies in the way they've been

educated. I am really proud of you," Her Highness said. "I feel that the

future is much better than the past. I feel that we are advancing to a good

place and the right place."
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UNDER NEW LEADERSHIP, in 2011 NU-Q marked the end of its

start-up stage with a mandate to make NU-Q "more than the sum of its

parts" by unifying the school, strengthening digital and global connections

and increasing outreach in the community and the region.

During his first year as dean, Dennis focused on these goals, beginning with

the process of unifying NU-Q's academic and co-curricular activities into one

school. "Students experienced greater interaction between the journalism,

communication and liberal arts programs," he said. "We are beginning to see

the school we envision: a coherent media school connected to the liberal arts

and drawing on its sister schools in Evanston for guidance and support."

At home in Evanston NU-Q's status evolved as well. President Schapiro

said it best: "NU-Q is fully recognized as Northwestern's twelfth school

and I no longer refer to this as a branch campus. Instead, I simply say,

'Northwestern has three campuses—Evanston, Chicago and Doha."'

Preparing students to excel in a digital, global society became a top

priority. "The world is becoming smaller and more connected every day

because of digital technology. Students will need a strategic capacity

to see the 'big picture' that will guide their use of digital techniques,

tools and platforms," Dennis said.

Dean Dennis remarked that the cross-cultural elements of NU-Q's

mission were not to be overlooked. "Integral to NU-Q's mission is to

create an American-style education in the Middle East, interacting

with and drawing on the local and regional culture," he said. An Arabic

language initiative in the planning phase is calculated to strengthen

cultural connections and equip graduates to work in Arab media.

NU-Q also expanded its outreach to media, government and business

in the region. This has created greater visibility for the school, fostering

admissions, internship, student recruiting and research opportunities.

Dean Dennis acknowledged the work ahead: "NU-Q's vision is to be

universally recognized as one of the premier media schools of the world,

as the place where the pioneering efforts of these early years will be evident

to all." Dennis added, "NU-Q has achieved much, but should always be a

work in progress with inspired aspirations and achievements of students,

faculty and staff alike."
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SETTING THE AGENDA

NU-Q, following the lead of its home

campus, is forging a leadership role in

media debate, opinion and, in some cases,

shaping policy in the Middle East.

The historic "Media Vision for Libya: good

offices conference," with the government and

media of Libya took place in December 2011.

NU-Q worked with the Libyans to initiate

discussion of a free and independent media

in a country whose media system was worn

down over the 40 years of the Gaddafi regime.

The result: a statement of principles and an

action plan that could help Libya rebuild

its media system. It's rare that a university

can meaningfully interact with the official

representatives of a country, but that's

what NU-Q did.

Earlier, NU-Q hosted a conference titled,

"From Media Revolution to Street Revolution:

Twenty Years of Arab Commercial Satellite

Television." The work of the forum was

documented in a white paper that argues that

in spite of the dynamism of Arab television

industries, teaching and researching of Arab

media are often restricted by bureaucracies

and obsolete practices.

NU-Q has also focused on the digital

revolution through an ambitious program

called "Media Vision," which brings world-

class media executives and professionals,

as well as media scholars, to interact

with students, faculty and others in the

broader Qatar community. The series was

inaugurated in November 2011 with a talk

by Dr. Jeffrey Cole, director of the Center

for the Digital Future and a renowned

expert on use of the Internet and

broadband technology.

Meanwhile, "The Evanston Experience"

brought internationally recognized teachers

from Northwestern's Evanston campus

to Doha to share their knowledge. Guests

included children's media scholar and

Al-Thani Professor of Communication

Dr. Ellen A. Wartella; art history department

chair Dr. Jesus Escobar; and the Al-Thani

chair of Middle East Studies, historian

Dr. Carl Retry.
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IT IS SAID THAT ALL GOOD THINGS MUST COME TO AN END.

As they contemplate graduation, the members of the Class of 2012 prefer

to imagine their future as a continuation of an extraordinary adventure.

Where is the Class of 2012 headed?

Some members of the Class of 2012 are planning to continue their studies

in graduate school. Others can't wait to get to work and contribute to the

"world conversation."

"In five or ten years, I see myself holding a master's degree and working

as a public relations professional or maybe as a correspondent in Brazil

for Al Jazeera," said Camila Ferriera.

Mo Farid, who started a web-based company and has been called

Qatar's youngest entrepreneur, says his four years at NU-Q taught

him "anything is possible."

Shannon Farhoud wants to make her media company a success,

continue documentary film-making and "travel a lot."

Shereena Qazi, spurred by her experience reporting on issues

in Pakistan, wants to get out on the road, reporting on crises

and international flashpoints.

Sara Al-Saadi, influenced by her semester at Harvard, sees a career

in law.

"Life is full of occasions when one is challenged to take a chance,

to make a commitment on the basis of modest evidence," former

Dean Margolis said. "The members of the Class of 2012 did just that

in enrolling at NU-Q. Their experience should remind them that

such decisions can pay rich dividends."

Mimi White believes that the students made the most of their

NU-Q experience. "From the start, the students of the Class of 2012

demonstrated a distinctive energy and a readiness to embrace new

opportunities," White said. "These qualities have supported them

as they made their way through four years at Northwestern, and will

assure their future success, no matter what paths they choose to pursue."





Dean Dennis observed that NU-Q has equipped its students with

skills beyond the written word—they are armed with the tools of the

"new language" of media and communication that are already shaping

their future. "Our students are ready to play a role in the media

landscape that has changed remarkably since their first day of classes,"

he said.

Abe Abusharif, assistant professor of journalism, summed up his experience

with the Class of 2012: "The work of these students and their progress over

a short period of time continues to inspire me. As for my expectations,

they were high from the start and still were exceeded."

"When I met them, I was awestruck," said Ann Woodworth. "Four years

later, I continue to be impressed by their accomplishments. This diverse,

unpredictable, brave tribe of explorers has blazed a historic trail of curiosity,

compassion and activism that others will follow for many years to come."

As they bid farewell to NU-Q as students, the members of the Class of 2012

have some advice for those who follow in their very large footprint:

"Try to leave a legacy for the future students to look at with admiration,"

said Jassim Al-Rumaihi.
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JOIN SORY BOARD

Director of His Highness the Emir's Office (co-chair)

Provost, Northwestern University (co-chair)

bin Mohamed Al-Thani

Director general, Al Jazeera Network

Vice president and general counsel. Northwestern University

Director of the Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs at the American University of Beirut

Communication adviser to HH Sheikha Moza

Professor, School of Media and Public Affairs, George Washington University

Chair, Northwestern University Board of Trustees

President, Hamid bin Khalifa University and vice president for education, Qatar Foundation (ex officio member)

Dean and chief executive officer, Northwestern University in Qatar (ex officio member)



CLASS OF 2012

Sarah Abou-Zant

Communication

Canada/Palestine/Syria

Lama Al-AbduUa

Communication

Qatar

Asmaa Al-Buainain

Communication

Qatar

Maryam Al-Darwish

Communication

Qatar

Fatema Al-Hadad

Communication

Qatar

Md. Rezwan Al-Islam

Communication

Bangladesh

Laala Al-Jaber

Journalism

Qatar

Lolwa Al Jefairi

Communication

Qatar

Mai Al-Mannai

Journalism

Qatar

Jawaher Al-Naimi

Journalism

Qatar

Jassim Al-Rumaihi

Communication

Qatar

Latifa Al-Rumaihi

Journalism

Bahrain

Sara Al-Saadi

Communication

Qatar

Hattan Al-Thani

Communication

Qatar

Kaltham Al-Thani

Communication

Qatar

Sara Al-Thani

Journalism

Qatar

Thamer Al-Thani

Communication

Qatar

Maaria Assami

Communication

Syria/United States of America

Amit Chowdhury

Communication

Bangladesh

Florent D'Souza

Communication

India

Ola Diab

Journalism

Sudan

Shannon Farhoud

Journalism

Syria/Canada

Mohamed Farid

Communication

Egypt

Cam.!la Ferreira

Journalism

Brazil/Portugal

Melanie Fridgant

Communication

France

Benazir Karim

Journalism

Tanzania

Sara Kavv

Communication

Syria

Rana Khaled

Journalism

Palestine

Thouria Mahmoud
Journalism

Palestine/Jordan

Om_er Moharnjm ad

Communication

Canada

Journalism

Pakistan

"
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' dan

Journalism

United States of America

Communication

United States of

America/Canada

Nayaab Shaikh

Communication

India/Oman
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Journalism

India

Nazneen Zahan

Journalism

Bangladesh
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Krysta Hall

Facilities support

Amira Hariri
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Elizabeth Hoffman
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